
Climate Action Network Statement for meeting with Co-facilitators 
 
Distinguished Co-Facilitators, 

Thank you for this opportunity to interact. 

As we all know, climate change impacts are unfolding rapidly, threatening poverty eradication and 
putting  the attainment of the sustainable development goals and targets at risk. Right now the 
preamble and declaration fall short of adequately emphasizing the link between climate change and 
poverty eradication and recognizing the new solutions available, which can inspire all members of 
society to act against climate change and end poverty in the next 15 years. 

We need a visionary declaration that drives inspiration and ensures that climate change is treated 
as a development issue, rather than portraying it as solely environmental issue. We recommend to 
improve the integration of the social, environmental and economic dimensions of sustainable 
development starting with the preamble. We propose to separate climate change and natural 
resources, to strengthen the cities and human settlement headline- emphasizing the need for cities 
to be resilient and sustainable, to have a focus on sustainable economic development rather than on 
growth  and to include sustainable energy and energy access in headline two as key solutions on 
how to achieve sustainable economic development. 

Clear references to phasing out emissions and phasing  in renewable energy in the vision and the 
declaration (Paragraph  27) are essential. By adding a reference to the urgent need of phasing out 
fossil fuel emissions and phasing in renewable energy, we can shed a light on how to provide energy 
access to people in marginalized areas, achieve sustainable development and a common 
temperature goal of 1.5ºC, that can inspire all members of society to act against climate change and 
end poverty in the next 15 years.  

The declaration must show countries determination to decisively address the threat posed by 
climate change by ensuring climate resilient development. To build resilience, including of 
marginalized people and vulnerable groups, we need to promote climate justice and maximize 
resources for investment in low-carbon development paths through adequate and appropriate 
financing, technology transfer and capacity building for poorer countries.  

Climate change is an existential crisis which we all need to address now. The post-2015 agenda has a 
unique role to play in tackling climate change while fighting poverty and inequality and by that 
getting closer to a more sustainable future in 2030.  It will be also crucial to send a strong signal of 
political ambition for COP21 in December.  
Thank you. 


